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    WASHINGTON - U.S. Reps. Mark Kirk (R-Ill.) and Jim Matheson (D-Utah) today announced
the formation of a new bipartisan congressional commission to advocate on behalf of
Korean-Americans with family members living in North Korea. 
 
The Congressional Commission on Divided Families is the first official mechanism inside the
U.S. government to directly engage with the North Korean government on the issue of family
reunification.
 
Kirk and Matheson unveiled a new report by the Congressional Research Service that shows
100,000 to 500,000 Korean-Americans still have family living in North Korea.  Most have not
seen their loved ones since the end of the Korean War, while many have not seen family
members since World War II. 
 
"All too often we forget the human face of North Korea and the devastating impact the regime's
policies have taken on ordinary Korean-Americans," said Kirk, the only member of Congress to
travel to every province in North Korea.  "Now more than 50 years since the Korean conflict
divided a nation, we are losing survivors whose only wish is to see their loved ones again.  We
hope to give them that gift."
 
In the absence of diplomatic relations between the two countries, elderly Korean-Americans are
forced to contact relatives without the protection of a U.S. embassy or the State Department. 
Families are at the mercy of the black market smuggling rings that control access to North
Korea. 
-more-
Kirk and Matheson were joined by two families: a 66-year-old retired librarian from Chicago who
last saw her father and brother more than 60 years ago, and an 87-year-old pastor from Utah
who was separated from his wife and sons during the Korean War.
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